A little shame Mr. Erdogan! FROM WHOM HAVE
YOU LIBERATED HAGIA SOPHIA? FROM
YOURSELF?!
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The Hagia Sophia before the Fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans (1453).

The President of Turkey, Tayyip Erdogan, persists in his provocative statements. During
his recent speech to seminary students said that Turkey had "liberated" Hagia Sophia.
Does he need to learn more about history and the international rules of global peaceful
coexistence of states? First of all, you liberate something that you built, had for centuries,
and once "some barbarians" took it away from you-possessed it or even stole it by violent
force. So let's look at the history of Hagia Sophia as recorded by UNESCO and there is no
room for doubt.

In 324 AD Constantine the Great began the construction of Hagia Sophia of God. In 360
AD Constantine Il completed the construction of the temple and inaugurated it together
with the church of St. Irene. It was the main cathedral of the capital and the seat of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople until the inauguration of Hagia Sophia in 360 AD. In 404-
405 AD Theodosius Il made significant improvements to the construction of the temple and
made it a religious center of worship for all Christians of that time. In 532 AD there was a
total destruction of the first temple in the Stasis of Nika. Immediately after the end of the
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Nicaea Stasis, which left behind many ruins, the Emperor Justinian | initiated the
construction of Hagia Sophia. As the architects of the temple he appointed two of the
leading Asia Minor geodesists of the time, Anthemios of Trallies and Isidoros of Miletus.
The emperor wanted the temple to reflect the grandeur of the city in which it was built. The
temple was dedicated to the Wisdom of God, but it is more closely identified with the Virgin
Mary. It is said to have taken 320 gold embroideries to build, which are estimated to have
cost around 2.5 billion euros! Also, 10,000 craftsmen worked tirelessly for 6 years. In
Justinian's time, Hagia Sophia had a thousand (1000) clergymen. The church was the seat
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople throughout the Byzantine Empire and
was the most important church of the Orthodox Church.

In 558 AD the dome of the temple, which was quite low, collapsed. It was rebuilt within five
(5) years by Isidore Il. In 989 A.D. there was a second collapse of the dome which was
reconstructed by Armenian Tradt. With the 4th Western Crusade to free the Saints from
their ancestral conquerors, in 1204 Constantinople was captured and Hagia Sophia was
converted by the Westerners into a Roman Catholic church. But you must know, as
history teaches us, which is never wrong, that the conqueror cannot keep forever what he
has conquered by force and was not his own creation. This is what happened with
Constantinople and Hagia Sophia. Michael VIII Palaiologos, the Byzantine emperor of
Greek origin, in 1261 AD recaptured Constantinople and restored Orthodox worship in
Hagia Sophia. That is, Hagia Sophia was not Orthodox for only 57 years.

It remained an Orthodox church until 1453 AD, when it was converted into an Islamic
mosque after the fall of Constantinople by the Ottomans. That is, Hagia Sophia was in
Greek hands for about 1100 years. From 1453 to 1920 it was in Ottoman hands for
exactly 467 years. By the Paris and Sevres treaties in 1920, Hagia Sophia belonged to no
one and only by the Treaty of Lausanne in July 2023 did it revert to an Islamic mosque, by
the newly established state of Turkey. In 1935 Hagia Sophia was turned into a museum by
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk. On December 6, 1985, UNESCO declared Hagia Sophia a World
Heritage Site.

However, recently, the Turkish State Council chose to defy this UNESCO decision,
allowing the conversion of this great symbol of the Orthodox faith into a place of worship
for Islam. With the agreement of Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, on 10 July 2020,
Hagia Sophia, which until then had been operating purely as a museum, officially became
a mosque.

The conversion was opposed by political authorities in the United States, the European
Union and Russia, as well as by religious authorities in numerous Christian countries in
Central America, England, Canada, Australia, Sub-Saharan Africa, the Caribbean and
South America, and by UNESCO. Indeed, the latter has announced that at its next
meeting it will review the character of the monument. Their strong opposition and concern
about the conversion, both before and after its announcement, was expressed by
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and the Patriarch Kirill of Moscow.

It should be stressed here that Hagia Sophia has recently suffered many disasters.
Turkish scientists also express serious concerns about the safety of the Hagia Sophia. The
relevant report in the Milliyet newspaper states that Turkish researchers have discovered
small cracks in the Hagia Sophia. They even point out that if restoration work is not carried
out immediately, the cracks may expand, thus endangering the safety of the building in the
long run. But Mr. Erdogan, you fragrantly ignored them all!

Well, given this history, from whom did you liberate the Hagia Sophia of Constantinople,
Mr. Erdogan? From yourself? Only Orthodox People will liberate the Hagia Sophia from
you. And it will be either the Russians or the Greeks. Get that straight in your mind. And



this will definitely happen even when you, Mr. Erdogan, will not be in power. History is
relentless and punishes the arrogant and abuser leaders.

AIFH NTPOIMH k. EPNTOIAN! AMO MNOION
ATIEAEYOEPQZATE THN AllIA ZO®IA; AINO TON
EAYTO zZA%;!

KaB. Mérpog IM. 'pouutrdg,
OuoéTIHOG KABNYNTAG Tou MavemoTnuiou Matpwv.

Eppével oTig TTPOoKANTIKEG ONAWOEIG TOU 0 TTPOEdPOG TNG TOUPKIAG O OTTOI0G KATA TN
O1dpKeIa opIAiag Tou o€ HabnTEG IEPATIKWY OXO0AWV avépepe OTI N Toupkia “atreAeuBépwoe”
TNV Ayia Zogia. MATTwG TTpéTTel va udbel kaAuTepa Tnv loTopia kal Toug dieBveic Kavoveg
NG TTayKOOUIag EIpNVIKAS CUMBiwoNng Twv KpaTwyv; Katapxdg atmmeAeuBepwvelg KAt TTou
€0U TO EKTIOEG, TO EIXEC VIO AILVEG, TO GUVTNPOUCEG, TO TIPOCEXEG Gav KOPN 0POaAUoU Kal
KéTtroTte «KATTOI01 BAPPapOI» CoU TO TTHPAV-KaTEAARaV 1 Kal EKAewav Pe Tn Bia. Na doupue
Aoitrév Tnv IoTopia NG Ayiag Zogiag oTTwg cival katayeypaupévn atrd Tnv OYNEZKO kai
0ev XwpdAel Kapia apeioBnTnon (ektdg atmod oag K. Epvroydv, TTou {EpeTe va
Tapayxapdooeral v loTtopia).

Metd Ta eykaivia Tng KwvaotavtivoutroAng oTig 11 Mdiou 330 u.X., n avéyepaon evog vaou
APIEPWHEVOU OTN ZoYida Tou OeoU UTTAPEE TUAMO VOGS eUPUTEPOU TTPOYPAUHATOG
0IKodOUNoNG YUpw atrd 1o Méya MaAdr. To 324 u.X. o Méyag KwvoTtavTivog Eekivd To
XTiolo TnG Ayiag Tou @cou Zogiag evw 10 360 p.X. o KwvaoTavtivog B' oAokAnpwver 1o
XTIOIMO TOU VOOU Kal KAVEI Ta eyKaivia Tou padi pe 1o vad tng Ayiag Eiprivng kai
atroteAoUCE Tov KUPIO KaBedpIkd vaod TnG TTpwTeloucag Kal £€dpa Tou lMNMartpiapxeiou TG
KwvoTtavTivouttoAng PEXP! TTou eyKaiviaoBnke n Ayia Zogia 1o 360 u.X.. To 404-405 p.X. o
©e006010¢ B™ TTpoXwpd 0€ GNUAVTIKEG BEATIWOEIG OTNV KATAOKEUR TOU VOoU Kal TOV
avadeikvUel oe BpPNOKEUTIKG KEVTPO TTPOOKUVNONG Yia OAOUG TOUG XPIOTIAVOUG TNG ETTOXNG
ekeivng. To 532 p.X. utTTAPEe OAOKANPWTIKA KATAOTPOPN TOU TTPWTOU vaoU OTn ZTA0nN TOU
Nika. Apéowg PeTd 1o TEAOG TNG 2TAoNG Tou Nika, TTou denoe TTiow NG TTOAAd gpeitia, o
autokpdrtopag louaTiviavog A’, dpouoAdynoe Tnv avéyepon TG Ayiag Zogiag. Qg
QPXITEKTOVEG TOU vaOU OpIoe dUO ATTO TOUG KopuPaioug MIKpACIATEG YEWMPETPES TNG
€TMOXNAG, Tov AvBEuIo aTtd TIG TpdAAeIg kal Tov Iaidwpo atrd Tn MiAnTo (UATTWG Toug
BaTtrtioeTe Kl autoug Toupkoug;). O autokpdTopag HOEAE 0 vadg va avTIKATOTITPICEl TO
MeyaAgio TNG TTOANG oTnv oTroia ATav XTIoPEéVoS. O vadg agiepwBnke oTnv Zoia Tou O¢ou,
OHWG £XEI TTEPIOOOTEPO TAUTIOTEN PE TNV MNMavayia. AEyeTal TTWG yIa TNV KATOOKEUR TOU
xperdotnkav 320 kevinvdapia Xpuoou, Ta oTroia uttoAoyidovTal va gixav KéoTog yupw OTa
2,5 dioekatoupupia eupw! ETTiong, doUuAsuav akatdrrauoTa 10.000 TexviTeg, €1Ti 6 Xpovia.
Tnv emmoxn Tou louoTiviavou, n Ayia Zog@ia gixe xihioug (1000) kAnpikoug. O vadg
atrotéAece o€ OAN TN didpkeia TG BulavTiviig Autokpatopiag Tnv £€0pa Tou OIKOUPEVIKOU
Marpiapxeiou KwvoTtavTivouttoAewg Kal UTTpEE 0 onuavTikOTEPOG vadg Tng OpBddogng
€KKANOiag.

270 TTPOAUAIO TOU VOOU AEyETAI TTWG UTTHPXE KPRV, OTNV OTToId aveyPA@ETO N KAPKIVIKA
epaon: «kNIYONANOMHMATAMHMONANOWIN» (vigov avourjuata un yovav oyiv, dnA.
EETTAUVE TIG ApaPTiEG ou Kal OXI HOVO TO TTPOCWTTIO oou). H @pdon auTtr, av avayvwoBei
avatroda (atd deCId TTPOoG Ta apIoTEPA) aTTodIdEl TIG ID1EG AEEEIC KAl ETTOPEVWG KAl TO AUTO
vonua.



To 558 y.X. KaTdppeuan Tou TPOUAOU TOU vaoU, O OTTOIOG ATAV APKETA XAUNAOG.
AvakaTaokeun Tou péoa Tévte (5) xpovia atrd Tov [oidwpo B'. To 989 u.X. utmpée kai
0eUTEPN KATAPPEUAN TOU TPOUAOU TTOU avakaTtaokeudaoBOnke arrd Tov Apuévio Tradt. Me Tn
4n oTaUPOPOPIa TWV AUTIKWV YIa VA EAEUBEPWOOUV TOUG Ayloug aTTd TOUG TTPOYOVOUG GOU
KatakTnTéG, TO 1204 KaTeApOn n KwvoTtavTivoutroAn kal N Ayia Zo@ia YeTETpATN a1Td
Toug AuTIKOUG o€ PwuaiokaBoAIkd vaod. TMpétel va yvwpideTe WG OTTwG Jag DIOACKEI N
loTopia, n otroia dgv KAvel TTOTE AGBOG, O KATAKTNTAG OEV UTTOPEI VO KPATHOEl yia TTavTa OTI
£xel katakTroel he T Bia kai dev ATav diIké Tou dnuioUpynua. ‘ETol éyive kKal e TNV
KwvaoTavTivoutroAn kai Tn Ayia Zogia. O MixaA H™ MNMaAaioAdyog, BulavTivog
auTokpdaTtopag, EAANVIKAG kaTaywyng, 1o 1261u.X. avéktnoe Tnv KwvoTtavTivouTroAn Kal
eTavagpepe TNV 0pB6doEn Aatpeia otnv Ayia Zogia. AnAadr n Ayia Zogia dev ATav
opB6dogn yia pévo 57 xpovia. Mapéueive opBGdoEN ekkAnaia péxpl 1o 1453 p.X. TToU
METETPATIN O€ ICAQUIKO TEUEVOG PMETA TNV GAWON TG KwvoTavTivOUTToOANG atro Toug
OBwpavoug. AnAadn n Ayia 2ogia ATav oe EAAnviké xépia yia mrepitrou 1100 xpdvia. Atréd
10 1453 péxpl 1o 1920 ATav oTa xépia Twv OBwuavwy akpiBwg 467 xpovia. Me Tig
ouvenkeg Twy Mapiciou kal Zeppwv 1o 1920 n Ayia Zogia dev avikel o€ Kavéva Kal JOvo
ME T ouvBnkn Tng Aoldavng Tov louAio Tou 2023 eraviABe 6To vEo GuoTaBEV KPATOG TNG
Toupkiag. To 1935 n Ayia Zogia petatpétretal oe Mouaoegio atré Tov MouoTtagd KeudA
ATtaTtoupk. 2Tig 6 AekepPpiou Tou 1985, n UNESCO, avakrjpuée Tnv Ayia Zogia wg
Mvnpeio Tng Maykoopiag MNMoAToTIKAS KAnpovouidg.

H Ayia Zogia katd Tnv mePiodo Twv ZTaupo@opiwy Kal Tng OBwUAVIKNG KATOXAG UTTECTN
TEPAOTIEG {NMIEG, 1IBIaiTEPA KATA TN SIdpKEIa TG AAwaoNnG atrd Toug Opdykoug. ETTITTALoy,
Katd Tnv mePiodo NG OBwPavIKAG AUTOKPATOPIAS TTPAYUATOTTOIRBNKAY OTO VOO
ONPAVTIKEG KATAOTPOYES, KABWG aoBeaTwOnKav ol TTo10 TTOAAEG ToIxoypa@ies. O vadg e
TNV OTTOUdAIa APXITEKTOVIKI] TOU ATTOTEAECE TTPOTUTTO VIO TV KATAOKEUT dIapOpwv
TEPEVWY, avaueoa oTa otroia Bpioketal kal To M1TAe TCapi TTou €ival akpIfwg atmévavT atrd
TNV Ayia Zogia.

Ouwg mpoéceara, Tnv amégacn autr) TNg UNESCO emméAee va apwnenoel To ZuupBouAio
Emikparteiag TG Toupkiag, divovrag Tnv duvaTtdTNTa PETATPOTTNG TOU JEYAAOU auTOoU
oupB6Aou TNG 0pBBdOENG TTIOTNG, € AATPEUTIKO XWPO Tou IoAapiopou. Mg Tnv oUp@wvn
yvwpn Tou Toupkou lMpoédpou, Tayitr Epvroyav, oTig 10 louAiou Tou 2020 n Ayia 2ogia,
TTOU PEXPI TOTE AEITOUPYOUOE QUIVWG WG HOUCEIO, £YIVE KAl ETTICANWG TCAUI, JE TNV TTPWTN
MOUCOUAPQVIKA TTPO0EUXT] TNG 24Nn¢ louAiou va onuatodoTei auTr) TNV aAAayh.

Katd Tng peTatpoting gixav TaxOei TToMITIKEG apxEg oTig HIA, Tnv EupwTraiki ‘Evwaon kai
TN Pwoia kaBwg Kal oI BpnOKeUTIKEG apxéG o€ TTARBOG XPIOTIAVIKWY XWPWV 0& KevTpIKA
Apepikn, AyyAia, Kavadd, AuoTtpaAia, Ymooaxdpia A@pikr, Kapaifiki kar NoTia AUEQIKN
0AAG kol n UNESCO. Mé&AIoTa, n TeAeuTaia avakoivwaoe 0TI 0TnV €TTOUEVN OUVEDPIACH TNG
Ba eTTAVEEETOOTEI O XOPAKTAPAG TOU Pdvnueiou. Tnv éviovn avTiBeon Kal avnouyia Toug yia
TN YETATPOTTH), TOOO TIPIV OCO KAl JETA TNV AVAKOoiVwon TNG, e§€@paaav 0 OIKOUPEVIKOG
Matpidpxng BapBohopaiog kai o Marpidpxng Mooyxag KupiAAog. AAAG K. EpvToydv Toug
ayvonoaTte emoOeIKTIKG dAoug. Kal BéAeTE va yiveTe péAOG TNG opddag BRICS!

Oa mpétTel va TovioBei edw OTI N Ayia €xel uTTOOTE TTOANEG KATOOTPOYES. MAAIoTA
TPOoPaATa 0 ZUANOYOG EAAAVWY ApxaioAOywv (ZEA) Je €TTIOTOAN TOU TTPOG TN YEVIKN
d1euBuvTpia Tng UNESCO Audrey Azoulay, atré tnv otroia ¢nTd va TTapéupel Gueca Kal
OUVOUIKA KAl KAAEGHQ TTPOG TN BIEBVI ETTIOTNHOVIKA KOIVOTNTA, TV OTTOIa KAAEI va
KIVNTOTTOINBEI KAl VO avTIOPACEI, TEKPMNPIWVEI JE OTOIXEIQ TNV AAAOIWOT Kl ATTEIAR
KATAOTPOYNG TWV PVNUEIWY TTayKOOUIAG TTONITIOTIKAG KANPOVOMIAS TNG Ayiag Zogiag Kal
™S Moviig Xwpag, {nTwvTag TNV TTpooTacia kal didowaon Toug. H emoToAR emmionuaivel
«AT1T6 10 2020 KaI 18iWg TO TeEAEUTaiO BIACTNUA £XOUV £pBEI OTO PWG TNG dNUOCIATNTOG
PWTOYPAPIKA TEKUAPIO UE DUCOIWVEG TTPOOTITIKEG YIa TO HEAAOV TNG Ayiag Zogiag. Ta
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veoTepa EUAIVa BupbpuAAa TnG BaaiAgiou MUANG utréatnoav BAARES, emXpiopaTa Twv
ToiXwv atmogéobnkav Kal apaipédnkav, KPAVES Kal BUPES XxpnaIdoTToiIRénkav yia Tn @UAGEN
UTTOONPATWY, HAPPAPIVES TTAGKEG DATTEOOU KOTAOTPAPNKAV. Ta yovadika BulavTiva
WYNOIBWTA TTAPAUEVOUV OKETTOOKEVA Kal aBéaTa. H apXaloAOYIKR ETTICTHAN €XEl MEIVEI EKTOG
TOU PVNUEiOU».

2oBapég avnouyieg ek@pAalouv Kal ToUpKOI ETTICTAUOVEG yida TNV ao@dAcia Tng Ayiag
200iag. To oXeTIKO dnuocicupa TNG epnuepidag Milliyet ava@épel xapakTnpIoTIKA OTI
ToUpKo! £peuvNTEG aVaKAAUWAV HIKPEG PWYHES OTNV Ayid 2oI1d. ETmionuaivouv pdAioTa
OTI av Ogv yivouv AUECO EPYATiEG ATTOKATACTAONG, O PWYHEG EVOEXETAI VA ETTEKTABOUV, UE
ATTOTEAECUA VO BE00UV O€ KivOUVO TNV aOQAAELIQ TOU KTIPIOU NOKPOTTPOBECUA.

Méxpi Tov louAio Tou 2020 cuvéxioe va AEITOUPYET WG HOUCEio, v AduBavav xwpa Kal
TTOAITIOTIKEG EKONAWOEIG. MAAIOTA, TTPAYUATOTTOIOUVTAV KAl EKONAWGOEIS YIA TIG OTTOIEG
BewpnBnke aTTd OPICHEVOUG OTI BV ApUOLOUV OTOV CUYKEKPIMEVO XWPO, OTTWG ETTIOEICEIS
MOdag. O1 TrpootrdBeieg TnG UNESCO yia mn didowon Twv wneidwTtwy Tou vaou,
ouvexicovTal HEXPI Kal ONUEPQ.

Ti éxeTe va TrEiTE VIa OAa auTd K. EpvToyay;

Me 6An auth Tnv loTopia, atrd TToioug atreAeuBepwoarte TNV Ayia Zogia Tng
KwvaoTavTivouttoAng k. Epvtoyav; Amé Tov eautdv oag; Tnv Ayia Zogia 6a
atreAeuBepwoouv amod oag, povo OpBaddocol Aaoi. Kal Ba givai ite o1 Pwaool ) ol ‘EAAnveg.
BaATe 1O KaAd 0TO HUAAOG Gag. Kal auté Ba yivel oTTwodATTOTE aKOMN Kal OTAV £0EIC K.
EpvToydv dev Ba €ioBe otnv e€ouaia. H loTopia gival apeiNikTn Kal TINWPEEI TOug aAaldveg
Kal UBPIOTEG TNG.



